
Page | 1 

 

One Slough Collated Q&A for Section 114 Notice Meeting 

Wednesday 21
st

 July 

 

Introduction 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the s114 Notice and to answer your questions. 

We start by setting out the key points to be aware of to provide context to the answers to 

the questions provided in advance of the meeting.  

Up to and including 22
nd

 July – any new commitments of any type cannot be entered into 

without the approval of the S151 officer, these should in the first instance go to directorate 

expenditure control panels for initial review and if passed go to the corporate expenditure 

control panel.  

From the 2
nd

 July and beyond, the only expenditure allowed under the new emergency 

measures will be:  

• existing staff and payroll costs,  

• expenditure on goods and services which have already been received  

• urgent expenditure to safeguard vulnerable residents  

• contractually committed expenditure  

• expenditure required to deliver the council’s provision of essential statutory services 

at a minimum possible level 

• expenditure necessary to achieve value for money and / or mitigate additional in 

year costs 

 

This means: 

 All expenditure must have an order approved in advance of contacting a supplier  

• All new expenditure requests over £500 will require supporting justification with 

approval from the new panels, spend below this will be monitored for compliance 

• The only exceptions will be care placements which will be subject to additional 

approval from new placement panels to be introduced shortly 

• These instructions also cover purchase card use. 

• Agresso access will be amended to reflect the new procedures 

 

The Council needs to minimise wherever it safely can discretionary expenditure of all types 

from now until 31/3/22 

We must go through the above process for all expenditure irrespective of funding to 

demonstrate that all expenditure has been understood and pre-authorised. In the case of 

services in receipt of external Grant Funding (such as Public Health Funding) this will be to 

demonstrate that it was appropriate to allow this expenditure.  
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Impact on Residents 

1. People with Learning disabilities 

 

1.1. Q: Will the day centres for people with learning disabilities be reopening soon, or if 

at all? 

 

A: There is a currently a public consultation underway regarding the future of the 

Council’s operated Day Centre. Please be aware that this has no impact on any other 

Day Service providers in the Borough. 

 

1.2. Q: Will the reopening cover everyone in Slough with a learning disability or just 

those who are profoundly handicapped? 

 

A:  Provision of resources for vulnerable people in Slough is based on assessed needs. 

This is underpinned by the Care Act (2014), same as every other Local Authority. 

 

1.3. Q: What is going to happen to people with a learning disability who live in 

supported living and not in small group homes? 

 

A:   As in question 1.2, provision of resource for vulnerable people in Slough is based 

on assessed needs. This is underpinned by the Care Act (2014), same as every other 

Local Authority.  The issuing of the section 114 Notice does not directly impact on 

this. 

 

1.4. Q: Will the financial problems have an impact on the overall Care Packages for 

adults with Learning Disabilities and other vulnerable adults? 

 

A:   The Local Authority has a duty to meet assessed need. This will continue; 

however, it is important to remember that we will need to ensure needs are met in 

the most cost-effective way. This could mean change in how needs are met in the 

future. 

 

2. People who are unpaid Carers 

 

2.1. Q: Are there any services that affect carers, including young carers who have had 

their contract/funding cancelled?  

 

A: Not directly. However, budgets that have been used to commission services in the 

past that may have supported young carers have been cut.  We have to be honest 

with you and also say that over the next few weeks all parts of the council and all 

service areas will be reviewed and may be changed. 
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2.2. Q: Are there more cuts to come affecting Carers? 

 

A: There have been no direct cuts so far in this area – but as in the answer to 2.1, all 

service areas will be reviewed over the next few weeks. 

 

3. Impact on Funding and Contracts 

 

3.1. Q: Will there be any further Learning Development training grants? 

 

A:   There isn’t a grant that we are aware of locally called a “Learning Development 

Training Grant”.  There are a range of training grants and programmes available 

both for individuals and for the council and some have very similar names.  If you 

can provide more information about exactly what was supported by these particular 

grants, we can come back to you with specific information. 

 

3.2. Q: What impact will the funding cuts have on funding to the voluntary sector? 

 

A: All SBC funding of services and activities, including SBC funding of the voluntary 

sector is being reviewed and only that which passes the tests set out in the 

introduction can be considered. There is a presumption that funding will not be 

provided. However, various funding is made to organisations to deliver statutory 

services on our behalf of SBC and decisions over future funding needs to take this 

into account.  

 

One thing the pandemic has showed us is that the voluntary sector is resilient and 

when called upon resource’s and support is formed. We would continue to 

encourage this type of resilience and our partnership work with the voluntary sector 

will continue but in a slightly different way, where we will support and signpost 

organisations to appropriate resources outside of the council. 

 

3.3. Q: Will exemption for business rates still apply to Charites and Social Enterprises? 

 

A: Exemptions for business rates are set out in legislation and will not change 

because of the s114 Notice. 

 

3.4. Q: SBC (SLOUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL) have cancelled their contract with YES with 

immediate effect, how many other organisations, groups & consortiums has this 

happened to in Slough? 
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A: Our contract with YES came to an end on 30 June 2021. It was not cancelled it was 

honoured, the contract term ended and there was no provision for extension. The 

YES contract was funded by the General Fund and was discretionary funding. YES 

have a number of funding streams and we will work with YES and other community 

partners to assist them where practicable in their pursuit of alternative external 

grant funding.  

 

3.5.  Q: If SBC (SLOUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL) are funding a project which has begun, is 

this secure until the project is complete? 

A: Contractual commitments will be honoured. External grant funded projects will 

continue. All other projects will need to present as a business case.  

 

4. Impact on Community Resources 

 

4.1. Q: What impact will the funding cuts have on activities/resources such as libraries, 

leisure centres etc? 

 

A: All expenditure must be reviewed and reduced where possible. We have a 

statutory requirement to provide a “comprehensive library service” and we will be 

consulting on what this could mean later in the late summer/autumn to identify 

where/if we are able to make savings. 

 

The provision of sport and leisure is an important part of our health and wellbeing 

objectives. We have a contract for the provision of leisure centres which provides for 

payment of a management fee by the service provider and subject to this being paid 

it is unlikely that we will need to close leisure centres.  

 

The majority of our Active Communities programme is funded by external Grants 

which are only paid where the services are provided so are “pass through” 

arrangements. We need to ensure and demonstrate that this is the case and 

providing so these services will continue. 

 

Again we will continue to work with clubs and the voluntary sector to direct them to 

appropriate funding streams and support, Eg Get Berkshire Active. We are still keen 

to continue the Club Forum – this was a platform to share what clubs and groups 

were doing around sport and physical activity and how resources, support and 

partnership’s were developed amongst organisations/ clubs. 

 

4.2. Q: Has the section 114 notice had any impact on replacing Shelter as the 

Information and Advice Service for Slough? If so, what is the plan now? 
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A: Shelter’s decision to leave Slough was not based on the s114 notice. Shelter is, 

and remains, independent to SBC. They did not and do not work on our behalf but 

we, and others, share common objectives and, where this is the case, then we 

welcome the opportunity to work collaboratively.  

 

4.3. Q: What will happen to 25 Windsor Road, Real Experience has a coffee hub within 

these premises? 

 

A: Each case needs to be considered on its merits but it is highly unlikely that this can 

be supported by the General Fund. Alternative funding would have to be found 

which satisfies the requirements of the funding body and the needs of the Real 

Experience. 

 

5. Other questions  

 

5.1. Q: Why is SBC asking all the homeless people who were housed in hotels during the 

pandemic to move out?   

 

A: SBC housed 78 people at the start of the pandemic under the ‘All In’ policy  – of 

this group the vast majority have been helped into suitable alternative 

accommodation.  There are a few where this hasn’t been possible but this is because 

of their immigration status and this severely limits what help the authority is able to 

offer.  Any UK national/eligible EEA nationals/eligible rest of the world rough sleepers 

will continue to be supported via the standard routes as always. 

 

The small group of the original 78 who still have no suitable accommodation are 

• 4 x EEA nationals – with no confirmed immigration status  

• 11 x Rest of the World nationals – all have no recourse to public funds 

• Small number of people with pre-settled immigration status but who need to gain 

employment to enable them to remain in the UK, with ‘status’ 

 

5.2. Q: What will SBC do when it realises that local community groups are helping you 

deliver statutory services?   

 

A:In the medium and long term Slough will have to review how it delivers all of it’s 

services and there is no doubt that this will include assessing whether direct service 

provision provides the best value for money and value for service users.  If other 

providers can offer better value then we will have serious discussions about how this 

will work.  In the short term, if any part of the council recognises that it is not able to 

deliver it’s statutory services without spending additionally with the voluntary sector 

then a business case will need to be submitted for approval. 

 


